
HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: DJENANE SAINT JUSTE

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Djenane combines perfectly in her class bodywork with spiritual healing accompanied by the sound of the 
drumming. She has been teaching dance to people of all ages and levels for over 15 years. With her creative, 
innovative and nurturing teaching techniques, she inspires children to dance and learn while having fun. Her 

groundbreaking choreography as well as love of dance and children enhances her teaching capabilities and class 
management. Djenane’s classes provide an opportunity for students to learn and experience creative movement, 
dance, music, rhythms, storytelling and languages in a safe and welcoming environment. Djenane teaches children 

and adults in French, Creole, Spanish and English.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Djenane Saint Juste, a native of Haiti, is the founder and Artistic Director of Afoutayi Haitian Dance, Music and Arts Company. She is 
a seasoned professional choreographer, dancer, educator, actress and vocalist specializing in Haitian traditional dance and 

folklore. She received a BA in Physical Education and Sports at Cuba’s International School for Physical Education and Sports and a 
Master in Education at the University of St Thomas in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Djenane is the creator and instigator of the Annual 
Haitian Cultural Festival, and has brought exciting new themes and activities to engage participants in Haitian culture since the 

first Haitian Festival in 2009. Djenane is currently a full time ELL teacher for district 196 and a former faculty member in the world 
dance department at the Saint Paul Conservatory for the Performing Arts, an artist in residence at Hamline University, the 

University of Minnesota, and St. Olaf University. Djenane's work towards the preservation of Haitian culture has been documented 
in works such as "Making Caribbean Dance" by Susanna Sloat, as well as "Lavil: Life, Love, and Death in Port-au-Prince (Voice of 

Witness)" by Peter Orner, Evan Lyon, and Edwidge Danticat. Djenane Saint Juste won the Miss Talented title for her dance 
performance in "Miss Videomax 2003" in Haiti and she is a 2018 recipient of the NAACP Award for Excellence!

Music: Live/drums and other percussion, Class # 1 & 19   
Age: Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: Mixed

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: FLORENCIA PIERRE

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Florencia Pierre has been a dance educator in many school in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Ms. Pierre for more than 20 
years had host many dance residencies in Haiti where she instructed students from all over the world the rich 
Haitian culture. Florencia Pierre Had work for many Organization in the Haitian community like “Kay Fanm”, 

“Ministere de la condition feminine”, “Ministere de l’education de la jeuness et des sports”, “Ministere de la 
culture”, “GRAP”, “Mairie de Port-au-Prince”, “Acsur de las Segovias”, and “Centre Emais Papay in Hinche, Haiti”. 
Florencia has collaborated with many music band like “Ram”, “Boukman”, “Foula”, “Eritag” and many more. Her 

strong, fun and creative teaching style provides an opportunity for students to learn the proper dance technic and 
share her passion for Haitian culture.  

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Florencia Pierre, “Fofo,” Cultural Director of Afoutayi Haitian Dance, Music, and Arts Company, has dedicated her life to 
teaching the stories, songs and rhythms that form the foundation of traditional Haitian culture. Fofo is an accomplished 

dancer, choreographer, singer, actress, seamstress/costume designer and educator, as well as a Mambo (a Priestess in the 
Vodou religion.) At age 28, Florencia was ordained a Mambo and has since held the responsibility of carrying and caring for her 
people's religious practices and culture. In addition to her religious training, Florencia attended the Vivianne Gauthier School 
of Traditional Arts serving as lead dancer and eventually as dance instructor.  She also served as one of the principal dancers 
of the National Dance Theater Company of Haiti from 1983 to 1989 and as a professor of dance from 1989 to 1991. From 2004 to 
2007, she served as a Dance faculty member of Haiti's ENARTS Ecole Nationale des Arts. In addition, Florencia Pierre release 
her first music album “Balanse Fofo” in 2014. As an actress Florencia Pierre has been a renowned member of the Theater 

Company directed by Herve Denis, and Konbit Pitit Kay directed by Evans Paul. Florencia was one of the lead actress of the play 
“Kaselezo” by Frank Etienne and toured locally and internationally.   

Music: Live/drums and other percussion , Class #2 
Age: Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: Mixed/ Tout moun jwen  

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: JEFF PIERRE

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

This class is geared towards those who have some experience in drum to intermediate and advance, but also easily 
accommodates to people who never play Haitian rhythm before. The class will start with a warm-up that covers 
basics such as holding and striking a drum, basic coordination drills. After that students will learn and play 

different Haitian traditional and contemporary rhythms.   

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Jeff Pierre is a professional musician, percussionist, and producer from Haiti. From a young age Mr. Pierre was trained by his 
mother, Florencia Pierre in JAKA dance company, and has played traditional Haitian percussion since the age of three. He grew 
up playing and performing in Haiti and overseas at the famous JAKA institute of dance directed by his mother Florencia Pierre. 
In 2010 Jeff Pierre move to the U.S and became the music director of Afoutayi Haitian Dance, Music, and Arts company directed 

by his sister Djenane Saint Juste. Jeff graduated from San Francisco’s School of the Arts, where he majored in music. Jeff 
Pierre has been the lead drummer for the Caribbean dance class at the Standford University in California. Jeff has taught and 

perform at different venues and company including San Francisco symphony, Ethnic Dance Festival, San Francisco State 
University, IBM, Malonga Center, Dance Mission, Mission Cultural Center and many more. Besides his love for the Drums, Jeff 
also produces electronic music. Over the years Jeff has produced few drumming and electronic albums like We need drums, 
sound Of Haiti, open Doors, Path of light etc. His music can be found on Pandora, Spotify, ITunes, YouTube and all other major 

platforms. His goal is to change the image of Haiti and make the world a better place thru good music. 

Music: Live/Drums , Class # 18 
Age: Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: Intermediate  

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: JIMMY DILIGENT

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

This class will explore the Traditional and contemporary Haitian dance style with introductory level 
technique and focus on interpreting music and choreography. Students will work on ability to pick up 

stylized choreography and movements in a fun and interactive environment.   

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Jimmy Diligent is the artistic director of Afoutayi Ayiti, an International artist, performer, dance 
Instructor, and a native of Haiti. He is a well-known ballroom dancer and was trained in Haitian 

Traditional dance by Madame Florencia Pierre at the “Institute de Danse JAKA” in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti. Jimmy Diligent has traveled with the Haitian Roots Band “RAM” all around the United 

Kingdom, performing “Vodou Nation” directed by Brett Bailey and Geraldine Connor. He continues 
to teach and direct Afoutayi-Ayiti in Haiti, and also travels internationally to teach and perform at 

various cultural events in the United States for the promotion of Haitian culture.   

Music: Live/drums and other percussion , Class # 1 and 17 
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young 

Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Intermediate 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: JEAN-MARY BRIGNOL

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

With Jean-Mary’s experience in this class you will gain a better foundation and knowledge in Haitian 
drums like Manman, Segond, and Kata. 

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti in 1970, Jean –Mary Brignol knew at a young age that he wanted to become a 
traditional drummer. At age fifteen, Brignol began playing drums alongside talented musicians such as 
Jacques Fortulus during classes at Haitian legend Vivianne Gauthier’s dance studio, where he played for 
several years. This experience led him to be well versed in the three classifications of Haitian drumming: 
Manman, Segond, and Kata. While living in Haiti, Brignol worked with several prominent Haitian dance 

companies including Institut de dance Jaka, Artcho Dance, BFH, and Eileen Bazin’s dance Academy. For five 
years he was one of the lead drummers for the internationally renowned Haitian band, RAM. In 2003, Brignol 
moved to New York where he accompanied numerous dance troupe, bands, singers, classes, and performed in 
cultural events. Brignol is honored to have worked with many established groups such as La Troupe Zetwal, la 
Troup Makandal, Feet & Rhythm Kids Cultural program & Dance Company, Mikerline Dance company, Fantezi 
Kreyol Dance Company, Ayiti Fasafas,Djoniba Dance Center, 92nd Street cume, Mozayik, Dja-Rara, and Markus 
Schwarts. In 2012, Brignol released his debut solo album entitled “Fanmi Brignol” and is currently working on 

his second that will be available at the Afoutayi Haitian Cultural Festival 2018, in Minnesota.   

Music: Live/ Drums , Class # 15 
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young 

Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Mixed  

 
 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: WALTER JACQUES

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Walter Jacques, a Haitian dancer and choreographer who brought his country’s traditional dance and 
music to the U.S. With Walter Jacques experience you will gain a better foundation and knowledge in 

Haitian dance and culture.  

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Walter Jacques was born at Anse Rouge and grew up in Port-au Prince, Haiti. Since a young age Walter 
developed a passion for arts, then in 1978-1979 he started his painting and theatre career in parallel with his 
dance career. Walter Jacques started his training at the famous Vivianne Gauthier dance company in Haiti, and 
also participate in an exchange residency at Washington DC with Edna Lee Long. Later, Walter joined the World 
Known Ballet Bacoulou of Haiti directed by Maxi Herve and Odette Wilner and soon became an international 
artist for over 15 years touring around Europe, Switzerland, Finland, Germany, Porto Rico, Cuba, and the U.S to 
represent Haiti. Mr. Walter is excited to join Afoutayi and share his artistry at the 9th annual Haitian dance, 

music, and arts festival 2018.   

Music: Live/ Drums , Class # 1 and 17 
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young 

Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Mixed 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: KENNA COTTMAN & V.O.C

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

In the Black American and West African oral traditions, all company members play instruments, sing 
and dance. We strive to share the beauty and the cultural specificity of the traditional rhythms, 

movements, and songs of African Diasporic people.  

CLASS DESCRIPTION

VOICE of Culture is a Drum and Dance company performing West African rhythms and movements 
with a Black American twist. Since 2008, V. O. C. has provided culturally based entertainment to the 
community The artists in VOICE of Culture are practicing professional skills as they honor the art and 

traditions of the ancestors. Voice of Culture Drum and Dance Ms. Kenna - Artistic Director.  

Music: Live drums, please bring your own drum, Class # 21 
Age: Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young 

Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+)  
Level: Intermediate  

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: SANA BANGOURA

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Traditional dances from Guinea, West Africa accompanied by live drumming.  
 
 

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Alhassane "Sana" Bangoura comes from a family of traditional drummers and dancers in Guinea, 
West Africa. Sana began his drum and dance training in 1999 as a member of the company Wassasso, 
based in the capitalcity of Guinea, Conakry. In this company, under the direction of current Ballet 

Africains dancer, Sorel Conte, Sana rose almost immediately to the position of Principal Dancer, and 
in 2001 became Assistant Director of the company. Sana now resides in Minneapolis, Minnesota and 
choreographs and performs with his brother Fode Bangoura in their group Duniya Drum & Dance.  

Music: Live music/drums, Class #22 
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens 

(12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Beginner  

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: LUE "BBOY FINISHER" THAO 

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Come learn the fundamentals of break dancing and also different concepts that can be applied 
towards other dance art forms as well. Open to all levels so come learn and get down! 

CLASS DESCRIPTION

  Lue Thao, also known as Bboy Finisher, is a professional dancer that travels, teach, and competes 
around the US. He is the director and founder of Cypher Side housed inside the Indigenous Roots 

Cultural Arts Center. Originally born in Thailand, Lue has been raised in East Side Saint Paul majority 
of his life. He has showcased on live TV for Fox 9 News and TPT. Lue also performs for the Minnesota 
NBA Timberwolves and Lynx halftime/quarter shows with a crew called First Avenue Breakers. He is 
currently a member of Optimistic Crew and has been dancing for 13 years with a teaching experience 

of 7 years. Lue has won over 20 competitions that include in MN and out of state. Some special 
performances he has done is for Justin Timberlake’s half-time Super Bowl 52 show, Vanilla Ice for the 

I Love The 90s Tour, and with Tori Kelly for the Prince Tribute Concert! 

Music: Recorded , Class # 9 
Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+)  

Level: All 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: LESLIE PARKER

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

A physical and rigorous fusion of firms derived of the African Diaspora.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

A native of St. Paul, MN with a shared art base in Brooklyn NY. Leslie Parker is a contemporary dance artist, maker, improviser and 
educator; holding a MFA in Dance from Hollins University in partnership with Kunstlerhaus Mousnoturm, The Frankfurt University 
of Music and Performing Arts, the Dresden Frankfurt Dance Company in Frankfurt, Germany.  Parker’s research/experimentation 

Improvisation, making dances, performing and collaborating in original dance works encompass an archive of 34 years of 
embodied memory. She has a rigorous practice (including the sacred) that fuses dance forms derived of the African Diaspora. Her 
dance work has been presented at Southern Theatre (MN), Center for Performance Research (NY), Performance Mix Festival (NY), 
Thelma Hill Performing Arts Center (NY), Painted Bride Arts Center(PA), Roseville Correctional facility (MN), Movement Research 

at Judson Church (NY), “late nite series: nonenglish speaking spoken here” at Pillsbury House Theatre (MN), Harlem Stage 
Emoves13 (MN) and for New York Live Arts Fresh Tracks Artist in Residence 2013-14 (NY).  Parker is a member of the Skeleton 

Architecture collective and a 2017 Bessie award winner for Outstanding Performer in Danspace Project’s Platform 2016: Lost and 
Found’s “skeleton architecture, or the future of our worlds”, curated by Eva Yaa Asantewaa. She co-directed the annual 44th (In 
The Heart of The Beast) MayDay Tree of Life Ceremony 2018. As a dance educator, she is faculty at the University of Minnesota 

and has taught master classes at Temple University, Zenon Dance Company and School and Carlton College to name a few. Parker 
initiated and designed “Moving Dialogue for Non-Violence” a platform using movement to facilitate group dialogue at Broadway 

Women’s House Shelter in Brooklyn, NY and for families at The Family Place in St. Paul, MN.   

Music: Live Music, Class #3  
Age: Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: All 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: VALERIA FLEURENTIN

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Dance and Fitness movement 

CLASS DESCRIPTION

I am Val "I am Zumba" a co-owner of Noir Elite Fitness. I am motivated, excited, 
committed and passionate to help you get fit while having plenty of fun in the process. 
With Dance fitness I want to help you lose weight, feel great and reshape your body, 

heart and mind.  

Music: Recorded music, Class #20   
Age: Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+)   

Level: Intermediate 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: LEO PAIXÃO

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

SAMBA: Samba no pe is a solo dance generally associated with Brazilian carnival. However, Samba no pe is danced in many settings such as 
dance halls, street festivals, concerts etc. Samba no pe is danced in 2/4 time however, there are three foot movements per bar of music. It 
is an individualistic dance that is highly improvisatory. When we see samba being performed, the media generally features women adorned 
in very colorful costumes dancing in high heels. Even though men dance samba just as frequently, the techniques and styling for men is 
often overlooked. Though the steps for Samba no pe danced by women and men are essentially the same, there are some differences.   

 
Brazilian zouk is a partner dance originating from Brazil. Also known as zouklambada, the dance is a descendant of lambada, the music & 
dance style that swept over the world like a storm in the late 1980's. Brazilian zouk is characterized by the dancers’ undulating bodies and 
the girls' flowing hair. Depending on the style of Brazilian zouk, you can see a close connection embrace and long graceful steps, strong hip 
movements, body isolations and upper-body torsions, wild spins and whip-like head movements. While the dance is often called sensual, it 

is not sexual or erotic. It is danced by people of all ages in night clubs, dance schools and events around the world!

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Leo da Paixao started dance, theater and music at an early age in Salvador, Brazil. Although he started to dance as a child just for 
fun, by the age of 14 years, he was dancing and performing in his community. Leo has had the opportunity to study a wide range of 
dances with many master teachers including Jonathas Firmato and Ilmar Santos for Brazilian ballroom dances, samba da gafieira 
with Sandro Guedes, student of Jimmy de Oliveira one of the best known samba de gafieira instructors in Brazil, forró with Edj 

Braga, and salsa with Alexei Ramos, who was taught by Shaka Brown. In 2005, Leo also learned zouk with Adilio Porto. In the U.S., 
Leo has taught workshops and performed at the O'Shaughnessy theater, Cowles Center, University of Minnesota, Concordia College 
(Moorhead, MN), and Northwestern College (Orange City, IO). One of Leo’s favorite activities is to teach and share his passion with 

people who want to learn how to dance and currently teaches in Minneapolis at Four Seasons Dance.  

Music: Recorded music, Class #8 and 24  
Age: Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: All levels for Samba; Zouk would be good to have people with some dance 
experience. 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: FODE BANGOURA

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Djembe drumming from Guinea

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Born in Conakry, Guinea, Fodé Bangoura has been recognized internationally for his work as the lead drummer with the acclaimed 
ensembles “Les Merveilles de Guinée” and the national ballet of Guinea, “Les Ballets Africains”. A protégé of the late, Mohamed 
Kemoko Sano, Fodé is now one of the most respected and sought after drummers of his generation. Teaching and performing in 

Japan, Europe and across the U.S., Fodé brings a unique energy and electricity to audiences around the world. Fodé has toured with 
some of the biggest names in African music and dance such as Sekouba Bambino, Sekouba Kandia Kouyate, and Les Ballets 

Africains. Fodé appeared on MTV during the celebration of Black History Month and in 2007 was invited to be the featured guest 
artist in “Imanga Bette Doho”, a 3-day drum and dance conference in Milan, Italy. Fodé has performed at Lincoln Center 

“Out-of-Doors”, Walt Disney World “Africa” and The Apollo Theater for the “Tribute to Bob Marley”, a concert featuring Damian 
Marley. 

Fodé was the resident drummer for the Alvin Ailey School in New York in addition to being the principal drummer for the most 
respected and talented dancers in the African Dance World, including Youssouf Koumbassa, Mamady Sano, and Djoniba Mouflet. 
Some of Fodé’s recording credits include Phish – Seis De Mayo (Trey Anastasio) Lead Djembe on Andre The Giant, Badenya - 2002 
New York Concert Review, and Fodé’s personal tribute to his Family’s history “Fakoly” released in 2007. In 2008 Fodé collaborated 
with Whitney McClusky to organize the Fakoly Dance and Drum Project, an annual week long drum and dance conference held in 
Minneapolis, MN giving students the opportunity to study and perform with the best of the best in Guinea drum and dance. Fodé 
also hosts an annual trip to Guinea where guests live and study with Fodé, his family, and members of Les Ballets Africains. Fodé 

continues to search for new ways to share his unique art form with others and to bring his rich culture to the world.  

Music: Live/drums, Class #25  
Age: Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: Beginner 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: KORMA AGUH-STUCKMAYER

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Students will learn an energizing routine to current and popular 
music from west Africa.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Korma Aguh from Nigeria grew up dancing in the community in Nigeria and Minnesota. She has 
performed and choreographed movements for over 12 years. She moved to Minnesota in 2002 and 

while in college, she joined a dance company ‘dancescape’. where she nurtured her skills and 
diversified into other styles including Jazz, Salsa, Japanese and contemporary movements. Korma 

believes in exercising the mind and body through movements and rhythm

Music: Recorded music, Class #4 
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens 

(12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+)  
Level: All who can feel the beats 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: MEHDI KENNAR

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Introduction to the most popular Afro club music hits and dances from the Ivory Coast, 
Congo, Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, and Angola. Come experience this lively blend of beats 

alongside traditional and contemporary movement.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

I started hip-hop as 12 years old boy, didn't know what to do or when to start, however, I enjoyed 
every moment. I kept practicing until one day I won top 3 championships in 2007 and danced with top 
two dance companies (Cie Macadam) in Morocco. During My hip-hop dance career, I learned from 

Great dancers, 20 years as a dancer and I am still doing what I love most, dancing.

Music: Recorded music, Class #7  
Age: Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: Intermediate 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: MELISSA CLARK

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Dance exploration with rhythmic and movement patterns found common to various art forms 
throughout the Diaspora.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Originally from Gary, Indiana, Melissa began studying dance at the age of two, and teaching 
Fundamentals of Ballet, Tap, and Modern Dance at fourteen. As a Diasporic artist, her specific 
interests focus on identifying and promoting crosscultural intersections in dance and arts 

aesthetics, musicality, historical content, and curative properties. Since relocating to the Twin Cities 
in 2006, Melissa has taught Capoeira and Dance at ABCapoeira Sennavox, and actively trained, 
studied, and performed various other art forms. Her background includes: Capoeira, Ballet, Tap, 
Modern, Contemporary, Samba, Hip Hop, Chicago House, Afro-Brasilian, Afro-Cuban, West African 

Dance from Ghana and Guinea, as well as Traditional Haitian Dance.

Music: Live, Class # 14  
Age: Toddlers (1-2 years); Toddlers (2-3 years); Preschoolers (3-5 years); Middle 
Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens (12-14 years); 

Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: All 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: ALANNA MORRIS-VAN TASSEL

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Afro Caribbean Dance: Explore the movement styles of the Caribbean and West Africa. Accompanied 
by live drumming, focus on freeing the body and spirit while putting rhythmic patterns together to 

discover the roots of contemporary dance and music that originated in Africa.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Dancer, Teaching Artist, Choreographer, Alanna Morris-Van Tassel is among Dance Magazine's "25 to Watch" 
(2018.) A featured dancer with Minnesota company TU Dance, (Toni Pierce-Sands and Uri Sands, Co-Artistic 

Directors) from 2007-2017, Alanna danced leading roles by Kyle Abraham, Gioconda Barbuto, Camille A. Brown, 
Ronald K. Brown, Greggory Dolbashian, Katrin Hall, Francesca Harper, Dwight Rhoden, and Uri Sands. As a solo 

artist, AMVTP was created in 2017 to produce and share uplifting and inspiring solo dance works and commission 
artists, especially from the Caribbean Diaspora. Alanna is presenting her first solo dance concert at the Art Box 
Oct 19-21 in Minneapolis, featuring soul-stirring choreography and performance by Jonathan van Arneman and 

Khary Jackson. Alanna is a Teaching Artist in K-12 public schools through COMPAS and restages TU Dance 
repertoire since 2015. A graduate of Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts (NY), 
she holds a BFA in Dance from The Juilliard School. For more information about AMVTP projects and commissions 

visit www.alannamvt.com

Music: Live music, Class #11  
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens 

(12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Mixed levels 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: JULIAN HINES/JAHNERAL

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Step-Stroll is full of energy, power and athleticism. In this class you will be learning the form of 
Step with using your hands and feet alongside other body parts to illustrate your sound. Stroll will 

be accompanied by music to begin our workshop piece we perform and create.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

JULIAN HINES recognizes himself as a interdisciplinary performing artist, 
choreographer, educator and producer. He is currently Production 

Management of Maia Maiden Productions and just joined the Cowles Center 
Teaching Artist roster.

Music: Recorded, Class #6   
Age: Toddlers (2-3 years); Preschoolers (3-5 years); Middle Childhood (6-8 years); 
Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); 

Adults (18+) 
Level: Advance 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: YENIEL 'CHINI' PEREZ DOMENECH

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Afrocuban and Cuban social dances are all about rhythm. All parts of the body move and participate 
in expressing the rhythm of the music.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Born in Matanzas, Cuba, Yeniel ‘Chini’ Perez Domenech has been a professional dancer for over twenty 
years. Under the direction of Fransisco Zamora (Mimini), Chini was both a dancer and choreographer 
in Cuba’s dance company, Afrocuban de Matanzas, participating in both national and international 
dance events. He has traveled the world performing from Europe to Africa to North America. As well 
as performing, he devotes his energies to teaching. He has taught courses at Universities in Mexico, 
Puerto Rico and the United States. Styles of dance include: Cuban Style Salsa, Son Montuno, Cha Cha, 
Contemporary dance, and Afrocuban styles such as the Orishas, Palo and the Rumba dances Yambu, 
Guaguanco, and Columbia. Chini received the 2018 McKnight Dancer Fellowship that recognizes his 
excellence as a performer. He performs, choreographs for Rueda de la Calle and teaches throughout 

the Twin Cities. Find him on Facebook under the Group ‘Chini Studio’.

Music: Recorded music, Class # 10 & 12  
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens 

(12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Mixed 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: PATRICIA BROWN 

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

This class focuses on dance inspired by West Africa, as well as other regions of the continent, the 
Caribbean, Americas, and the African Diaspora at large. This physically rigorous class is rooted in a 
communal environment and is accompanied by a drummer. Students will learn African- based dance 
technique, characteristics, and the fundamental connection between the drums and the dance.  

CLASS DESCRIPTION

For the last 23 years, Patricia Brown has been an active member of the Twin Cities arts community as a dancer, 
instructor, choreographer, and performer. She is an African-based movement instructor who works with students 
of all ages, and teaches her fusion style in a variety of settings including primary and secondary schools, juvenile 
detention facilities, summer arts programs, dance studios, and community centers. She works with dance groups, 

choirs, and organizations such as the VocalEssence WITNESS School Program,  
 

Penumbra Theatre Company’s Summer Institute, and Arts-Us. “Sister Patricia” is an adjunct faculty member in 
the Theatre Arts and Dance departments at both Macalester, and the University of Minnesota, where she received 
the 2004 College of Continuing Education Distinguished Teaching Award, and the 2007 Century Council Diverse 
Community Award. In 2013, Penumbra Summer Institute created the Patricia A. Brown scholarship in her honor. 
She was also nominated for a 2013 Sage Award in the category of “Outstanding Dance Educator,” and in 2015 
Arts-Us presented her with the Legacy Arts Recognition Award for excellence, leadership, and legacy in and 

through the arts.

Music: Live/ Drum, Class #5 
Age: Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 

Level: Mixed 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: CHRISTIAN ADETI 

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

In this class students will be encouraged to participate in the discovery of West African drumming, 
dance and storytelling. West African culture is rich with symbols, rituals, conflict, history and 
opportunity. The metaphor of West African music and dance allows students to experience the 

culture in a rhythmic and physical realm. This class involves elements of dance and music but from 
the perspective of transforming traditional music and movement into contemporary statements of 

change and hope.  

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Christian was born and raised in Accra, Ghana, in West Africa. Since six years old, he has loved traditional 
African music and dance which he started exploring in a drama group at his church. He then danced in a 
local troupe called OMEGA-7, which refined his talent. Later in high school, he created the theatre and 
dance group aptly named Bright Future. They toured around schools and won multiple awards. Christian 
moved to Minnesota in 2003 with an enormous passion for West African drumming and dance. He hopes 
that the tradition of African drumming and dancing will unlock the ancestral vibration that has been 
covered for centuries, which involves peace and love to the whole planet earth. He has taught at many 
colleges and universities around Minnesota, as well as at various organizations and local institutions. 

Christian is also a dance instructor at the Cowles Center for Dance & the Performing Arts.

Music: Live/ Drums, Class #16 & 23  
Age: Toddlers (2-3 years); Preschoolers (3-5 years); Middle Childhood (6-8 years); 
Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens (12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); 

Adults (18+) 
Level: Mixed 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 



HAITIAN FESTIVAL 2018
ARTIST PROFILE: WHITNEY MCCLUSKY 

Cowles Center for Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 

A thorough and invigorating workout which incorporates traditional West African dance movement 
with live drumming. This class offers a variety of dynamics such as grounding, centeredness and 
footwork. This class will cover the cultural background of the rhythm as well as the conversation 

between drummer and dancer. All levels are welcomed. Choreography is broken down to 
accommodate new dancers and the pace is heightened for those wanting more challenge. It is a 

friendly and inviting environment to experience a new dance form.

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Whitney McClusky began her study of African dance at The Djoniba Dance and Drum Center New 
York where she studied with Master dancers from West Africa including members of “Les 

Mervielles de Guinea” and “Les Ballets Africains”. Since then she has had the opportunity to 
travel to Senegal and Guinea to deepen her knowledge of West African Dance. In 2009 she 

established “Duniya Drum & Dance” a local performance group and organization in support of 
African drum and dance in the Twin Cities.  Currently she serves as Director of Duniya and 

teaches at SPCPA High School and Carleton College.

Music: Live/ drums , Class #13 
Age: Middle Childhood (6-8 years); Middle Childhood (9-11 years); Young Teens 

(12-14 years); Teenagers (15-17 years); Adults (18+) 
Level: Mixed 

Purchase classes here: 
eventbrite.com/e/afoutayi-haitian-cultural-festival-dance 

-and-drum-workshops-tickets-48681304091 


